
“Early childhood education is the key to 
the betterment of society.”    

“One test of the correctness of 
educational procedure is the happiness of 

the child.”

“The most important period of life is not 
the age of university studies, but the first 

one, from birth to the age of six.”

MISSOULA VALLEY MONTESSORI
	 SEPTEMBER 2020

Hello MVM Families, 

Fall has always been my favorite season of the year. I realize that I am not alone in the 
delight I feel as the hot summer days begin to cool and the leaves begin to change. I am 
especially grateful this year in particular because we are back in the routine of school with 
an entire month under our belts. Everyone has been through so much turmoil and 
uncertainty but 
these little children help to keep it all in perspective. They continue to delight in a work 
they found on the shelf, something Mom or Dad packed in their lunch or getting ready to go 
onto the playground with their friends. Those are, in fact, the things that are most 
important. The children are why we are here and what bring us joy. 

I want you all to know that each and every one of you has also been so 
lifted our spirits. Thank you for trusting us with your precious children as we navigated 
the unique challenge of opening our doors in 2020! Catherine and I had a lot to learn and a 
lot to pay attention to. Your support and enthusiasm made all the extra work worthwhile. 
Thank you for following our directions so carefully. Thank you for communicating so 
thoroughly. Thank you for preparing your children so lovingly. And thank you for your 
sense of humor. 

We also want to tip our hat to the incredible staff we have with us this year. Working at a 
pre-school is really fun but it is also very demanding. To do this job while wearing a mask 
the entire day adds an extra layer (no pun intended) of difficulty. Our staff has not only 
stepped through all the required hoops with grace, they have also done so with style. Who 
knew masks would be the fashion accessory of the year!

In the Words of Maria Montessori...



MEET THE TEACHERS…

Over the next few months we would like to introduce you to the fabulous members of 
the MVM 2020-2021 staff.  This month we are focusing on the teachers in the green 
room, Lakin Lemons (left) and Rylee DeJong.  Lakin is a Missoula native.  This is her 
second year working at MVM.  She discovered her love for working with children years 
ago, but when she began learning about the Montessori Method she knew she had found 
the education approach that spoke to her soul. Rylee just moved to Missoula this 
summer with her husband Gabe and their Australian shepherd, Blu.  She loves being 
outdoors and is excited to explore all that Missoula has to offer. Rylee is dedicated to 
fostering a love for learning in children and helping them face challenges with a 
positive attitude. 

We asked Lakin and Rylee to respond to three questions in the hopes that you might 
learn a little bit about them. 

What do you love about the Montessori approach to education: 
Lakin: I love the independence in creates within each child. 
Rylee: I love how it can be individualized to each child’s needs and learning level. 

What have you loved about this year so far? 
Lakin: Getting to witness how a class becomes normalized.  (Montessori lingo for 
calm, respectful, engaged, their best selves.) 
Rylee: Partnering with Kim and Lakin.  They have given me so much support.  We 
make a great team. 

What is a little known fact about you that you’d be willing to share? 
Lakin: I love trivia and true crime podcasts. 
Rylee: I love working with therapeutic horses.



Overheard...

Child A:  “Why is your name Grady?”

Child B: “Because he’s so great-y!”

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Oct. 2 - No after care due to staff meeting 

Oct 15 & 16 - School closed      

REMINDERS 
If you love it, label it.  

Please write your child’s 
name in his/her belongings.

The weather is getting 
colder.  Please send your 
child with a jacket and 

perhaps some mittens (not 
gloves) and a hat for 

recess. It is also helpful if 
they have a sweatshirt or 
sweater to wear inside.



Parent	Handbook	Addendum	In	Response	to	Covid-19	

For	now,	parents	will	not	be	allowed	in	the	building	for	drop-off	or	pick-up.		If	there	is	a	
special	occasion	necessita;ng	a	parent	enter	the	building,	a	mask	is	required.		

Early	Morning	(7:45-8:00)	Drop-Off	

Please	bring	your	child	to	the	main	school	entrance	regardless	of	what	classroom	they	
are	in	during	the	day.	

Drop-Off	and	Pick-Up:	

In	the	morning,	your	child’s	teacher	will	ask	screening	ques;ons	related	to	Covid-19	and	
take	your	child’s	temperature.		If	you,	your	child,	or	anyone	living	in	your	household	
shows	any	Covid-19	related	symptoms*	please	do	not	send	your	child	to	school.		If	the	
symptoms	clear	up	in	24	hours	you	are	welcome	to	bring	your	child.		If	not	please	get	
tested	and	return	only	if	the	test	is	nega;ve.		If	posi;ve,	please	follow	CDC	quaran;ne	
protocol.		It	will	only	take	one	case	to	shut	us	down	for	two	weeks	and	we	would	all	like	
to	avoid	that	not	to	men;on	spreading	the	disease	to	family	members	and	the	
community.	

	Children	in	the	Early	Learners’	classroom	should	be	dropped	off/picked-up	at	the	front	
of	the	building.			

Children	in	the	Blue	Room	should	be	dropped-off/picked-up	at	the	playground	unless	it	is	
raining.		In	that	case	drop	your	child	off	at	the	front	of	the	building.	

Children	in	the	Green	Room	and	Taupe	Room	should	be	dropped	off	and	picked	up	at	the	
back	of	the	building/main	school	entrance.	

Siblings	should	go	with	the	youngest	child.		So,	if	two-year-old	Bobby	has	a	five-year-old	
big	sister	named	Sally	in	the	Blue	Room,	Sally	will	get	dropped-off	and	picked	up	with	
Bobby.	

CommunicaQon	with	Teachers:	

Each	lead	teacher	(Alishka,	Cam,	Catherine,	Rylee)	has	an	MVM	email	address.		It	is	their	
name	followed	by	@misssoulavalleymontessori.com	(e.g.	
cam@missoulavalleymontessori.com).		If	you	need	to	communicate	with	her	about	
something	specific	to	your	child	(ques;on	about	progress,	behavior,	upcoming	birthday)	
or	the	classroom,	please	email	them	if	you	cannot	speak	in	person.		All	logis;cal	
ques;ons	(billing,	calendar	ques;ons,	holidays,	etc.)	should	be	directed	to	Kim/Catherine	
at	info@missoulavalleymontessori.com.		Thank	you.	

ATer-Care:	

Children	in	our	aWer-care	program	should	be	picked	up	at	the	back	of	the	building.		
Please	text	406-880-2819	to	let	staff	know	you	are	here	for	your	child	and	they	will	bring	
him/her	out	to	you.			
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AddiQonal	Steps	We	Are	Taking:	

We	are	cleaning	and	disinfec;ng	frequently	touched	surfaces	daily.		

All	staff	members	are	wearing	masks	while	inside	the	building.		

We	all	(children	and	staff)	wash	hands	frequently	and	use	hand	sani;zer	when	
washing	is	not	available.	(Singing	“Twinkle,	Twinkle	Li`le	Star”	gets	you	to	20	
seconds.)	

We	are	also	using	air	purifiers	in	all	classrooms	to	help	keep	air	filtered	and	
moving.		These	also	help	during	fire	season!	

We	are	spending	a	li`le	more	outside	while	we	can	since	outside	is	the	best	place	
to	be	in	terms	of	figh;ng	the	spread	of	Covid.	

*Covid-19	Symptoms:	

Fever/chills,	cough,	shortness	of	breath/difficulty	breathing,	fa;gue,	body	aches,	
new	loss	of	taste	or	smell,	sore	throat,	conges;on	or	runny	nose,	nausea	or	
vomi;ng,	diarrhea	

REMINDER:	
If	you	try	to	text	us	and	do	not	get	a	response,	please	CALL.		We	will	hear	the	
ring.		If	it	is	an	emergency	and	you	are	unable	to	reach	us	on	the	406-880-2819	
number	call	our	landline	number	which	is	406-532-7724.	


